VZCZCXR01824 

00  RUEHCHI  RUEHCN  RUEHDT  RUEHHM 
DE  RUEHBK  #0485  0561056 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
O 251056Z  FEB  09 
FM  AMEMBASSY  BANGKOK 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE  6161 
INFO  RUCNDT/USMISSION  USUN  NEW  YORK  PRIORITY  5412 
RUEHZS /ASSOCIATION  OF  SOUTHEAST  ASIAN  NATIONS 
RUEHCHI /AMCONSUL  CHIANG  MAI  6203 

UNCLAS  BANGKOK  000485 

SENSITIVE 

SIPDIS 

IO/MPR  FOR  HACKET 
E.O.  12958:  N/A 

TAGS:  AORC  APER  KAWC  KJUS  KUNR  PREL  UNGA  UNGA 
UNGA/C-6,  TH 

SUBJECT:  THAILAND  WILL  CONSIDER  U.S.  CANDIDATE  FOR  UN 
APPEALS  TRIBUNAL 

REF:  STATE  16254 

1.1 . (SBU)  We  engaged  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs' 
Department  for  Treaties  and  Legal  Affairs  First  Secretary 
Pakvipa  Arvipanh  February  24  urging  Thailand  to  support  the 
candidacy  of  Judge  Mark  P.  Painter  for  the  UN  Appeals 
Tribunal  (ref tel).  Pakvipa  stated  that  the  RTG  had  drawn  up 
a short  list  of  candidates  to  support  for  the  upcoming  U.N. 
General  Assembly  judicial  elections  and  that  both  Judge  Mark 
IP.  Painter  and  Judge  Marilyn  Kaman  were  on  their  list.  We 
informed  Pakvipa  that  Judge  Kaman  had  withdrawn  her  candidacy 
and  requested  the  RTG  to  support  Judge  Painter  as  the  U.S.,s 
endorsed  candidate.  Pakvipa  explained  that  the  RTG  would 
take  this  new  information  into  consideration  when  deciding 
whom  to  support  from  their  short  list. 
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